
Life. 
Sciences. 
Bioscience research 
and development 
thrive in the perfect 
business climate. 

The Numbers

14 Expansions or Relocations to PBC
Were assisted by the BDB since the 2007 arrival of the Max 
Planck Florida Institute. 

1,251 Direct Jobs Created
Since 2007 in the Life Sciences and Healthcare industries due 
to those relocations and expansions.

325 Jobs Retained
Since 2007 in the Life Sciences and Healthcare industries due 
to those relocations and expansions. 

Over 4,180 People 
Employed in the Life Sciences and related industries in Palm 
Beach County, according to the Florida Agency for Workforce 
Innovation. This does not include healthcare providers or 
hospitals. 

Almost $234 Million 
In capital expenditures in the Life Sciences and Healthcare 
industries due to those relocations and expansions since 2007.

Over 115 Companies
Primarily engaged in R&D or manufacture of biotechnologies, 
medical devices, and pharmaceuticals. 

50 Additional Companies 
Primarily engaged in the environmental and biological
sciences. 

352 Patents
Issued in Palm Beach County for Life Sciences and related 
industries since 2006. 

938 Patents 
Applied for in Life Sciences and related industries since 2006. 

136 NIH Grants Awarded
To entities in Palm Beach County since 2006. FAU received the 
most at 89; The Scripps Research Institute received 26. 

$40.87 Million
Total amount of NIH Grant Awards since 2006. 
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Who We Are
The Business Development Board of Palm Beach County is the official 
public/private economic development organization for Palm Beach County 
and Enterprise Florida. Founded in 1982 as a not-for-profit corporation, our
primary purpose is to attract and retain new industry, business investment, 
high-quality jobs, and workforce development through corporate 
relocations, expansions, and international trade, stimulating economic 
energy, promoting business diversity, and enriching the County’s vitality. 
The Business Development Board is essentially your one-stop resource for 
information on relocating your business to or expanding in Palm Beach 
County.

The BDB offers free and confidential services, including:
• Site inventory on available industrial buildings, land, and office space.
• Site tours conducted by our relocation and expansion staff.
• Information on grants, financial assistance, and incentives available   
 through the State of Florida, Palm Beach County, and local 
 municipalities.
• Government zoning and permitting information.
• Introductions to elected officials and local business leaders.
• Local buyer and supplier information and resources.
• Available services and rates for utilities, communications, and 
 transportation.
• Introductions to the Workforce Alliance employee-training programs.
• Review of available housing and cost-of-living data.
• Demographics and labor market information.
• Introductions to public and private educational institutions.
• Overview of Palm Beach County’s lifestyle, including recreational and
 cultural amenities.

During the past five years, the BDB has assisted companies that have 
created more than 7,700 direct jobs with average salaries greater than 
$55,400, resulting in more than $355 million in capital investment to 
Palm Beach County and an economic impact that exceeds $1.8 billion. 
Our economic development work in the county is enhanced through our 
partnerships with the County Commissioners, Palm Beach County’s 
Department of Economic Sustainability, Workforce Alliance, Chambers of 
Commerce, educational institutions, and our 38 municipalities. The BDB’s 
ongoing commitment to the pursuit of economic prosperity is one reason 
why Palm Beach County is THE place to live, work, learn, and play.

310 Evernia Street

West Palm Beach, FL 33401

p: 561.835.1008

f: 561.835.1160

www.BDB.org



Expanding into a globally recognized 
KNOWLEDGE-BASED ECONOMY
Palm Beach County’s most vital and high-profile industry cluster – and its 
fastest-growing – is Life Sciences. As an emerging hub for biotechnology, 
medical devices, and pharmaceuticals, the Life Sciences industry changed the 
landscape of Palm Beach County with the arrival of The Scripps Research 
Institute in 2004, and the Max Planck Florida Institute in 2007. Palm Beach 
County is among the best places in North America to operate a bioscience 
research and development or manufacturing facility.

The Collaborations & Partnerships
Our learning institutions, from public education through higher education; 
research parks; incubators; and technology transfer centers create an 
environment where Life Sciences companies thrive. Progressive business 
policies, a quality workforce, industry development groups and initiatives, and 
a positive economic climate encourage innovative partnerships and capital 
investment that enables Palm Beach County based companies to compete 
globally.

Select Companies
Atlas Spine creates spinal implant and instrument systems that combine the 
highest level of performance with simplicity of use to enhance patient 
outcomes.

BIOMET 3i offers one of the most comprehensive lines of Dental Implants and 
Dental Implant Abutments, augmented by a growing line of site preparation
and regenerative products. BIOMET 3i pioneered the development of biologically 
driven Dental Implants, winning worldwide acclaim for the microtextured 
surface and superior clinical success rates of the OSSEOTITE®  Dental Implants.

Biotest Pharmaceuticals researches and manufactures biotherapeutic 
products with a specialization in immunology and hematology. It is a leader in 
the collection of source plasma and is currently involved in the development 
of plasma protein products in the field of Primary Immune Deficiency (PID) and 

various hyperimmune (IG) products which are antibody specific to high titer for 
treatment of modality.

CHS Pharma is dedicated to the commercialization of an innovative treatment 
for a precancerous skin condition commonly known as Actinic Keratosis. CHS 
Pharma’s efforts are based on discoveries made by Dr. Herbert Weissbach, 
Florida Atlantic University’s Director of the Center for Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology.

Cytonics Corporation is engaged in the development of diagnostic assays 
and treatments that will change the way physicians diagnose and treat spine 
and joint pain. Cytonics is a leader in research and development of diagnostic 
assays and therapeutics, with a focus on orthopaedic and neurological clinical 
applications. 

Dyadic International, Inc. is a global biotechnology company that uses its 
patented and proprietary technologies to conduct research, development, and 
commercial activities for the discovery, development, manufacture, and sale of 
products and solutions for the bioenergy, biochemical, biopharmaceutical, and 
industrial enzyme industries.

Envoy Therapeutics’ mission is to discover new drugs with superior efficacy 
and fewer side effects than existing treatments. The company’s bacTRAP® 
technology enables the identification of proteins in vivo that are produced by
specific cell types without requiring the isolation of those cells. The technology
is especially powerful in tissues of the brain, where many hundreds of cell 
types are intermingled.

Max Planck Florida Institute (MPFI), hosted on Florida Atlantic University’s 
(FAU) MacArthur Campus in Jupiter, is developing cutting-edge optical imaging 
technologies to visualize the structure, function, and development of neural 
circuits in the brain. MPFI offers a joint graduate program with FAU called the 
Integrative Biology and Neuroscience program (IBAN).  

OPKO Health, Inc. is a publicly traded healthcare company involved in the 
discovery, development, and commercialization of pharmaceutical products, 
vaccines, and diagnostic products.  

The Scripps Research Institute (TSRI) is a 501c3 nonprofit organization with 
more than 40 principal investigators in its Florida location. Departments 
include Cancer Biology, Chemistry, Infectology, Metabolism and Aging, 
Molecular Therapeutics, and Neuroscience, and since its arrival in 2004, 
Scripps filed more than 100 patents. 

Synthes Anspach, a medical device company, manufactures high-performance 
power instrument systems for neurosurgery, neurotology, spinal procedures, 
and otolaryngology.

Industry Specific Infrastructure
BioFlorida, the state’s trade organization for the Life Sciences, is headquar-
tered in West Palm Beach at the heart of Palm Beach County.
www.bioflorida.com

Life Sciences South Florida, a consortium of all public and private 
universities along the I-95 corridor from Miami to Port St. Lucie, involves 
academia, research institutes, and the biotechnology industry in providing 
an overarching umbrella for the entire Southeast region. 
www.lifesciencessf.org 

The Adams Center for Entrepreneurship at Florida Atlantic University 
conducts a yearly business plan competition generating new ideas in science 
and technology, and providing sorely needed funding for the entrepreneur 
winners. The competition allows participating teams to meet and network 
with VC principals, early stage angel investors, successful entrepreneurs, 
and senior business leaders. www.business.fau.edu/centers/adams

The Life Science Technology HUB (LST HUB) supports the Life Sciences and 
Technology industries in Palm Beach County, gathering resources – investors,
business and marketing professionals – and integrating them with Life 
Sciences and Technology professionals, students, and educators, with the 
goal of creating an ecosystem for the growth of new companies and jobs.

Teaching Hospital:
State regulators approved Tenet Healthcare’s request to build a new teaching 
hospital in Palm Beach Gardens in partnership with The Scripps Research 
Institute and Florida Atlantic University. The planned $120 million hospital 
will have 80 beds in its first phase, eventually growing to 200 beds. It will be 
guided by scientific and medical faculty from Scripps and FAU’s new medical 
school. The hospital, tentatively named the Florida Regional Medical Center, 
will be built along Interstate 95 and Donald Ross Road, site of the planned 
Max Planck-Scripps biotech hub.

Wellington Medical Arts District:
The Medical Arts District utilizes the economic engine of the Wellington 
Medical Regional Medical Center and medical facilities at the northwest 
corner of Forest Hill Boulevard and State Road 7, as well as nearby Palms 
West Hospital, to attract new medically related uses/offices and create 
employment opportunities for an additional 5,000 - 6,000 jobs in the Western 
Communities. The District will include more than 2 million square feet in 
an integrated 210-acre campus combining hospital, educational, office, 
medical-related, and support retail activities.

Bioscience Overlay Zone:
In 2006, five municipalities and Palm Beach County drafted an Interlocal 
Agreement to establish a Bioscience Research Protection Overlay to protect 
portions of land for biotechnology and biosciences land uses that are in 
proximity to The Scripps Research Institute.

The Educated Workforce
PRIMARY EDUCATION (K-12): 
The Palm Beach County Public School System offers elementary and middle 
schools with STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math)-related 
programs and one Pre-Biotechnology Academy, and high schools with 
biotechnology and STEM-related Career Academies that contain Researching 
Certifications. www.palmbeachschools.org

HIGHER EDUCATION: 
College Credit Certificates through Doctorate Degrees in Life Sciences and 
Healthcare Disciplines are offered at institutions including...

Florida Atlantic University (FAU):
Home to both The Scripps Research Institute and the Max Planck Florida 
Institute at its MacArthur Campus in Jupiter, FAU relocated its Biotech 
Graduate Program to this same campus to develop collaborative relation-
ships with these two research engines. FAU’s research awards increased to 
over $43 million, and it is now classified as a “research university – high 
research activity” by the Carnegie Foundation. Its Life Sciences research 
focus areas include neuroscience, drug discovery, targeted therapeutics, 
cancer/HIV research, biotechnology, bioengineering, molecular medicine, 
and bioinformatics. 
www.fau.edu

Florida Atlantic University’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine:
The Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine provides a four-year medical 
program capitalizing on FAU’s existing strengths in basic, applied, and 
translational biomedical research, centered on understanding the 
molecular and cellular bases of human diseases, particularly those 
afflicting the aging population. FAU partnered with The Scripps Research 
Institute to offer a dual M.D./Ph.D. degree, with the M.D. from FAU and the 
Ph.D. from The Scripps Research Institute’s Kellogg School of Science and 
Technology. The FAU-Scripps partnership provides all FAU medical 
students, whether or not they are in the M.D./Ph.D. program, with an 
invaluable opportunity to interact with the Scripps faculty.

The Banner Center for Life Sciences at Palm Beach State College:
The Banner Center is a statewide resource for workforce training and 
education for the Life Sciences industry. PBSC offers two degree programs 
in biotechnology – an AA and an AS – as well as a Biotechnology College 
Credit Certificate (CCC). PBSC further committed to the industry by 
establishing a state-of-the-art, 90,000  square-foot bioscience technology 
complex at its Palm Beach Gardens Campus with courses in medical 
devices, pharmaceuticals, and biotechnology developed in direct response 
to industry focus groups and advisement. 
www.lifesciencesbannercenter.com

JFK Medical Center Residency Program:
JFK Medical Center and the University of Miami (UM) offer two residency 
programs in Palm Beach County, training residents in Surgery and Internal 
Medicine. The five-year surgical program at the UM Regional Campus in 
Palm Beach County is based at JFK Medical Center and is in its first year. 
Surgical residents will rotate through Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami 
in such specialties as trauma, pediatric surgery, transplant, and liver 
surgery. The internal medicine residency program, based at JFK Medical 
Center as well as the West Palm Beach Veteran’s Administration Medical 
Center, is now in its fourth year. 


